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ABSTRACT 

1. The name Pelargonium tabulare (Burm. f.) L’Hérit. (1789) which is based on 
Geranium tabulare Burm. f. (1759), is the correct name for the species hitherto known as 
P. saniculaefolium Willd. (1800). 2. P. elongatum (Cav.) Salisb. is the correct name for the 
species which has hitherto erroneously been known as P. tabulare. 
UITTREKSEL 
DIE GEBRUIK VAN DIE NAAM PELARGONIUM TABULARE (GERANIACEAE) 


1. Die naam Pelargonium tabulare (Burm. f.) L’Heérit. (1789) wat baseer is op 
Geranium tabulare Burm. f. (1759), is die regte naam vir die spesie wat tot dusver bekend 
was as P. saniculaefolium Willd. (1800). 2. P. elongatum (Cav.) Salisb. is die regte naam 
vir die spesie wat tot dusver verkeerdelik bekend was as P. tabulare. 


Geranium tabulare was first described by Burman (1759), whose description 
refers to a plant with a long-petioled, glabrous leaf. A specimen named by Burman 
is still being preserved in G (see below), and agrees well with a species known to 
have coriaceous, glabrous and somewhat glaucous leaves. 

The name G. tabulare was taken up by Linnaeus (1763). Although he cited 
Burman (1759), his description ‘‘folia . . . nuda, ad marginem hirta’’ refers to 
another species. This is confirmed by a specimen (sheet no. 858.18 in LINN!) 
bearing the inscription ‘‘Geranium tabulare’’ in what is thought to be Linnaeus’ 
handwriting. This sheet matches a species known to have slightly scabrous leaves 
with glandular hairs which are especially noticeable on the leaf margins. 

The name was again taken up and used in its original context by Cavanilles 
(1787). In addition Cavanilles described a new species, G. elongatum, which is 
conspecific with LINN 858. 18. 

In 1789 L’Heritier transferred Geranium tabulare to the genus Pelargonium, 
but in doing so created a confusion about the identity of P. tabulare which has 
persisted up to the present. Firstly, L’Héritier did not cite Burman’s original 
publication (1759). He did cite Linnaeus (1763) which may or may not be 
interpreted as citing Burman by implication. Secondly, it appears as if L’ Héritier’s 
concept is heterogenous: 

1. (a) His description includes the phrase ‘‘caulibus decumbentibus pilosus” 
which is reminescent of P. alchemilloides (L.) L’ Hérit. 

1. (b) He referred to his own Geraniologia t. 9 (1792). This illustration depicts 
hairy petioles, unlike Burman’s plant. The leaves are not depicted well enough 
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for positive identification, but the stipules are broadly triangular, and together 
with the hairy petioles seem to indicate P. alchemilloides as well. 
2. He cited Geranium elongatum Cav. (1787). 


It is therefore not possible to define L’Heéritier’s concept of P. tabulare with 
certainty, but it is clearly different from Geranium tabulare Burm. f. However, 
Article 55 of the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (1978 edition) 
states ‘‘. . . When, on transference to another genus, the specific epithet has been 
applied erroneously in its new position to a different species, the new combination 
must be retained for the species to which the epithet was originally applied, and 
must be attributed to the author who first published it’’. The fact that L’Héritier 
and subsequent authors applied the name Pelargonium tabulare to a species other 
than Geranium tabulare Burm. f. is therefore of no nomenclatural consequence. 
Accordingly Harvey’s (1860) and Knuth’s (1912) application of the name Pelar- 
gonium saniculaefolium Willd. for Geranium tabulare is erroneous and this name 
should be regarded as a synonym rather than the correct name of G. tabulare. The 
correct citation for Burman’s species is therefore as follows: 


Pelargonium tabulare (Burm. f.) L’Hérit. in Ait., Hort. Kew, ed. 1, 2: 419 
(1789), non P. tabulare sensu auct. mult. 

Geranium tabulare Burm. f., Ger.: 36, t. 1, f. 44 (1759); Cav., Diss. 4: 232, t. 
100, f. 2 (1787); Thunb., Prodr. 1: 113 (1794); non L., Sp. Pl. ed. 2, 2: 947 
(1763) Type: CAPE—‘‘Cap. BON SPEI montibus’’, Burman coll. 46 (G, holo.!). 
Pelargonium saniculaefolium Willd., Sp. Pl. 3: 673 (1800); Pers., Syn. Pl. 2: 229 
(1807); DC., Prodr. 1: 668 (1824); Spreng., Syst. Veg. 3: 61 (1826); Harv. in FI. 
Cap. 1: 294 (1860); Knuth in Pflanzenr. 4, 129: 426 (1912); Adamson & Salter, 
Fl. Cape Penins.: 517 (1950); Kidd, Wild Flow. Cape Penins.: t. 85 (1950). Type: 
CAPE—‘‘Cap. b. spei’’ (B. holo. !). 

In publications subsequent to L’Héritier (1789), the name P. rabulare has been 
applied to a species conspecific with LINN 858.18, characterized by long and 
somewhat hairy petioles, laminae which may appear glabrous at a first glance but 
which actually are hirsute with glandular and non-glandular hairs (this is most 
noticable at the leaf margins), and lanceolate or narrowly triangular stipules, by 
authors including Willd., Sp. Pl. 3: 656 (1800); Pers., Syn. Pl. 2: 229 (1807); Ait. 
f., Hort. Kew. ed. 2, 4: 167 (1812); DC., Prodr. 1: 660 (1824); Harv. in Fl. Cap. 
1; 296 (1860); Knuth in Pflanzenr. 4, 129: 431 (1912); Adamson & Salter, FI. 
Cape Penins.: 517 (1950); Kidd, Wild Flow. Cape Penins.: t. 70 (1950) and J. J. 
A. v. d. Walt, Pelargoniums S. Afr.: 44 (1977). 

However, this application of the name Pelargonium tabulare is erroneous, and 
the correct citation for this species should be: 

Pelargonium elongatum (Cav.) Salisb., Prodr. 312 (1796); Steud., Nom. Bot. ed. 
2, 2: 285 (1841). 
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Geranium elongatum Cav., Diss. 4: 233, t. 101, f. 3 (1787); Thunb., Prodr. 1: 113 
(1794). Type: CAPE—‘‘ad Caput Bonae Spei’’ (MA, holo!). 
P. tabulare auct. mult., non Geranium tabulare Burm. f. (1759). 
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